
Week: for April 21, 2021 
Scripture: Acts 15:36 – 20:38  
Bottom Line: What it means to be led by the Spirit 
 
A personal note from Robert:  
This is a very large chunk of Scripture comprised of activities in the ministry of the early Church 
and the spread of the Gospel. Specifically these chapters contain the account of Paul’s 2nd and 
3rd missionary journeys (roughly an 8-year time period contained in 5 chapters!). It might be 
easy to get overwhelmed with a topic as large as this, but what we really want to focus on is 
how the Apostles (Paul, Barnabas, Silas, John Mark, etc…) were led by the Spirit in their efforts 
to spread the Gospel.  
 
Questions for discussion:  
 
In this Passage  

1. Do you think Paul and Barnabas recognized that they were being led by the Spirit when 
they had their “sharp argument” and understood that their disagreement was all part of 
God’s plan for them? 

a. Have you ever had an argument with a friend that ultimately resulted in you 
both understanding that it was important that you had that argument? 

 
For Reflection  

1. Why do you think that Paul and his companions were led away from spreading the 
Gospel in Asia Minor in their travels toward Macedonia (Europe)?  

a. NOTE: some scholars suggest that this is because Barnabas (who was Jewish and 
not a Roman Citizen) would be tasked with spreading the Gospel in Asia Minor 
whereas Paul and Silas’ efforts were focused (by the Spirit) on spreading the 
Word in Europe, since they were Roman Citizens. 

2. Have you ever felt that you were being led by the Spirit? Did you listen? 
 
Looking at the passage as a whole 

1. The Man of Macedonia vision (also termed the “Macedonian Call”) that Paul receives 
illustrates God’s desire for the spread of the Gospel to everyone (along with the Great 
Commission, Matt 28:19: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”).  

a. What key difference can you see in the inclusivity of this directive, as compared 
to the exclusivity that Paul experienced during his missionary journeys (i.e. 
Judaism, Roman citizenship, etc…)? 

b. If we assume that Paul understood what the Spirit was leading him to do (that he 
understood, by entering Europe that his pain and suffering would only increase 
because he was practicing an “illegal” religion according to Roman Law), does 
this make Paul’s willingness to answer the Macedonian Call more significant or 
would it be better to assume that Paul was just blindly following the Spirit 
(without question or knowledge of what following the Spirit meant)? 

 
 



Alternative Topics for Focus/Discussion   
• Paul and Silas in prison (16:16-40) 

o This scene illustrates what set Christianity apart from other social and religious 
norms of the time (and what made it so attractive). 

§ Rather than cursing God for their misfortune, we see Paul and Silas 
“praying and singing hymns to God” after they had been imprisoned, 
stripped, beaten, and starved.  

• This shows that the Christian faith allows us to celebrate God’s 
gifts (whether those gifts are “good” things – like success or “bad” 
things – like suffering) 

o It also shows that all things are part of God’s plan 
§ Yes Paul and Silas suffered, but the result of that suffering (and their 

demonstrated steadfast faith in God during that suffering) is that “the 
other prisoners were listening to them” (16:25) and we see the jailer and 
his whole family come to believe in God (16:34).   
 

• The importance of how Barnabas was led by the Spirit (15:36-41) 
o The main focus in these chapters is Paul and his companions, but it’s easy to 

overlook the important role that Barnabas played in this scene. 
§ Barnabas was vouching for John Mark (although he had abandoned 

Barnabas and Paul during their first missionary journey) and was willing 
to abandon the trip that he and Paul were to take because that is what 
the Spirit was leading him to do.  

§ Similarly, Barnabas had vouched for Paul (then still called Saul) when he 
tried to join the disciples, even though he had persecuted early Christians 
(see Acts 9:26-27) 

• So here are two instances recorded in the book of Acts where 
Barnabas (the name means “Son of Encouragement”) was led by 
the Spirit to put his reputation on the line in order that two key 
figures in the early Church were accepted and allowed to aid in 
the spread of the Gospel.  


