
Small Group Discussion Guide for Acts 15:1-31 
As always, remember that this “guide” is a sample or suggestion for you to use. Feel free to change or redirect 
it, but do not fail to do the following things during your small group time – open and read the scriptures 
together, discuss them and apply them, and pray together in closing!  
 
Suggested Road Map and Questions: 
 

• Open with the first few minutes of Andy’s video.  
• Pause where he asks you to stop and have your students read Acts 15:1-31 out loud together. Tip: 

makes use of the suggested breaks in the Scripture handout to divid the passage up among different 
readers. We broke it up to show the main shifts in Acts. 

• Then watch the remaining video. When finished, ask a couple of questions like … 
o What do you find interesting or even exciting about this passage or the main points? 
o Where do you feel confused or not sure about what’s happening in this passage (Leaders, you 

can do some “clean up” here if you need to) 
 
Say something like “Ok let’s dig in a little deeper and see if we can connect it to ourselves and our world.” 

1. Do you tend to think that “salvation” is for “good” people or “bad” people – why? What makes you 
say that?  

2. Who would you say is “good” person? A “bad” person? (Leader note: Go ahead – list and name 
characteristics. Might help you to keep track by having students write them on a whiteboard or on 
paper.) 

3. What about you: Have you ever felt or wondered if you have “done enough” to please God or make 
God proud of you, or happy with you, etc?  

a. (If not, that’s ok. If so – what’s that like? What does it lead you to do in response?  
b. What do you see your friends or peers doing to prove that they are good enough or have 

done enough to be ok or accepted in God’s eyes? 
4. Have you ever felt or worried that God doesn’t love or isn’t pleased with you? (If so – why did you 

feel that way or think that?) 
a. (Leader note: these two questions point out the two big problems we have – we try harder to 

please God or do something that we think will get God to like us, love us, be proud of us – if we 
can just get there!  Or we despair or check-out on the whole thing and conclude that God has an 
impossible standard and doesn’t really love us after all.) 

 
Have someone read Ephesians 2:8-9 from the bottom of handout: [“For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”]  
Ask your students to pay close attention to those two sentences from one of Paul’s letters (same Paul as in 
Acts 15) as they consider these questions: 

5. How is someone saved? (By grace, through faith). What’s grace? (God’s free and undeserved gift of his 
committed-love. Or another fun acronym – God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense – God giving us all that 
belongs to Jesus)  

6. Who does the saving? (We don’t do it: God does it) 
7. Who then gets the credit for it? (God does - we can’t boast because it’s not our work: only God can 

boast, because it is his work) 
8. How does that match or fit with what Peter was saying in Acts 15:7-11? 

 
Now, to land the plane and help students to see what this is so important, ask: 

9. Which do you think is easier for God to do – save a good person or a bad person? Why?  
10. Which one is the more awesome or amazing or more loving thing for God to do? Why? 



(Leader note: This is a great chance to help your students see that to say “God saves good people/good 
people go to heaven” is a really terrible thing – because it places an impossible burden on a person to 
be good enough to be rewarded with salvation. There’s no “grace” if God does that – he’s just paying 
up; and for the “good” person, he or she thinks he deserves it. But the really awesome and gracious 
thing for God to do is to save “bad” people – people who have broken his commands, fallen short of his 
expectations, who don’t deserve his grace or mercy – but who he loves and comes to and rescues 
anyway. That means there is hope for everyone/anyone – hope for you, hope for me, hope for all of us – 
and hope for us when and where we continue to sin against God and other people.) 

11. How might that change the way you see the people in your classes, hallways, on sports teams, in 
clubs, or in neighborhoods? (If God’s grace freely saved you and it’s not because of your efforts – what 
do you think God wants to do for them? And how might God call you to be his witness to them?) 

12. Last but not least – based on this passage: what would you say to a friend who asks you: how does a 
person become a Christian? What do I have to do to be saved? [Leader note: you can tell this is THE 
first critical question in tonight’s passage – and one that is always fundamentally important. Be ready 
to help students here if they flounder for an answer: you have an AWESOME opportunity to lead them 
to the truth and even encourage them to trust Jesus for their salvation. This is a great chance to 
connect back to questions 3 or 4. ] 

 
Close in prayer together – and specifically, praying for 1) confidence to trust Jesus alone for our salvation and 
not our own efforts to keep God’s laws, and 2) to have compassion for our friends and classmates to see them 
saved by grace alone - through faith alone - in Jesus alone. 
 
[Optional/Extra if there is time] 
Have someone look up and read Galatians 2:20 from the handout: (Paul writing about a key incident that 
sparked this whole meeting and debate in Acts 15): [“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.”]  
Ask your students to look carefully at that verse and help put these phrases in order of how they happen … 
this will help show them what it means to trust in Jesus: 

• “The Son of God (Jesus) loved me and gave himself for me.” — (When and where? On the cross) 
• “I have been crucified with Christ” – (he died for my sin on the cross – so I “died” in him on that cross. 

He took the punishment that was mine, he carried the heavy yoke I could not, etc.) 
• (-now-) I no longer “live:” (-who- really lives?) Christ “lives” in me — ( he is living in me and working in 

me by his spirit – he set me free to keep God’s commands to love God and my neighbor)  
• The life I live now in the body – I live by faith in Jesus. (I live now ONLY by “trusting in Jesus” – NOT 

“trusting in Jesus” + trusting in/relying on “keeping God’s commands.”  
 
 


