
Wednesday Night Discussion Guide 
Week: for March 10th, 2021 
Scripture: Acts 8 
Bottom Line: The Gospel is for all people, in all places.   
 
A personal note from Jesse: The beginning couple minutes of the video for tonight will 
hopefully connect to the students in one simple way; everyone wants to belong. The passage 
that we are going over tonight is Acts 8. Throughout this chapter we see many ways that the 
gospel is one of the most inclusive messages that is in our world. We will follow a man named 
Phillip as the Holy Spirit works through him in this chapter. We see that he is very attentive to 
the Holy Spirit’s calling and shares the good news of Jesus with anyone that the Spirit leads him 
to. My prayer for this teaching and the D-Group time that ensues, is that our students, and you 
as leaders are reminded of the inclusive nature of Jesus. His message, His love, His death and 
resurrection is for ALL who call on the name of the Lord.  
 
This is one of the shorter teachings videos, so what this means is that I am going to give you 
three different paths that you could focus on for tonight’s discussion time. Through Acts 8 we 
see Phillip break many different barriers as he encounters different people. The barriers that he 
breaks down are racial, religion and rank. And those three barriers will be the three different 
“paths” that you can take for tonight.  
 
FIRST:  Watch the video until 2:33, then pause the video.  

• Before reading the verses, take the time to reflect on what I talked about in my 
introduction. See if any students can relate to what I was talking about.  

o Do you feel like you have to perform act a certain in order to belong or be 
accepted? 

o Do you feel like you have to look a certain way? 
o Where do these pressures come from? School, Family, Friends, Social Media? 

• Then read Acts 8: 1-25  
o Have a student or two summarize what is happening in these verses. 

§ (1-3) Saul’s mass persecution of the early church 
§ (4-8) Phillip shares Christ with Samaritans  
§ (9-25) Simon the Magician believes and is baptized.  

 
SECOND: Resume the video and watch until 6:53  

• Read Acts 8:26-40. 
o Ask a few students what sticks out to them in these verses 

§ Philip is willing to go wherever the Lord calls him (v.26-27) 
§ Philip runs to the Ethiopian. An eagerness to share the gospel (v. 30) 
§ The picture of discipleship (v. 31-38) 

• Ask If anyone can relate to the Ethiopian when he is reading his bible, but not fully 
understanding what is going on?  



o What is your initial reaction to not being able to pronounce something or 
understand what the bible is saying?  To give up? To feel embarrassed? To ask 
for help? Something else? 

§ Reassure them that it is okay to not understand everything and that 
asking questions is critical to learning and growing.  

 
THIRD: Watch the rest of the video  
 
** After the video concludes go ahead and pick one of the following paths to talk to your 
students about. Feel free to just choose whichever one you feel most comfortable with, or if you 
feel comfortable with all of them, take a vote in your group and let your students decide which 
one they would rather discuss. Keep in mind, no matter which one you decide to talk about, 
reiterate the main point: The Gospel is for all people, in all places. In an effort to allow you to 
be creative during this part of D-Group, I am only going to offer how to start the conversation, 
and a how you should end the conversation, but everything in between is all you!  
 
Race – Samaritans (v. 4-8)  
How to enter the conversation: As we read verses four through eight, we should focus on the 
importance of Philip going to the city of Samaria. The Samaritans for years were looked down 
upon by the Jews. They were a race and culture that wouldn’t have even been thought of as 
worthy to enter the temple. Yet the gospel of Jesus that they were about to hear was going to 
change that reality.  
How to end the conversation: From the beginning of the early church in Acts, until now, Jesus 
has been pro-diversity. The reality is that the gospel reached the hearts of people like the 
Samaritans and the Ethiopian (black court official) way before Europe. The Christian church was 
never meant to look like an exclusive club. In contrast, it should include anyone and everyone, 
of all races and ethnicities.   
 
Religion – The Magician (v. 9-25) 
How to enter the conversation: ”COEXIST” may be a cool looking bumper sticker, but I don’t 
think the Apostles would agree with the sentiment behind it, and neither should we. As 
Christians we should believe Jesus when he says in John 14 6, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” If this is the case, if this is a 
foundational truth for our faith, then we should feel compelled to share that news with others.  
How to end the conversation: In no way, shape or form, should we look down on or judge 
people of different religions, but we shouldn’t ignore or be afraid of them either. They need to 
hear the good news of Jesus just like anyone else.  
 
Rank – The Ethiopian (v. 26-40)  
How to enter the conversation: Sometimes in life we feel like we are inferior, or lesser than 
someone because of their title or position. This can lead to us being nervous to approach them 
or share our opinion with them. Think of your favorite movie star, or athlete, or singer and now 
imagine sharing the gospel with them… or even talking to them in the first place. This may be 
super nerve-racking, right? 



 
How to end the conversation: No matter who someone is, what they have done, what title 
they possess, what movie they acted in, fill in the black here______, WHO CARES. They need to 
know the gospel that can set them free from their sin. No one is above knowing their desperate 
need of a savior that died and rose again from them. To bring this back to everyday life for a 
student, mention that these people could include a teacher, a coach, a family member, 
someone that is older than them. Anyone that is in their life that may be of a higher status or 
rank than them. Again, I repeat, the gospel is for all people, in all places.  
 
 
 
 


