
Wednesday Night Discussion Guide  
Week: for February 24, 2021  
Scripture: Acts 3-5:11 
Bottom Line: Even in the midst of opposition and persecution the gospel will advance 
because God is at work!  
 
A personal note from Camille: In the teaching video I reference what happens in Acts chapter 3 
but that’s it. So, before you play the teaching video, I want you to read and discuss Acts 3 with 
your students. You really have two options here – you can either go through Acts 3 and get an 
understanding of what’s going on and then spend the majority of your time in Chapter 4 OR you 
can spend the majority of your time working through Acts 3 and let the teaching video 
summarize Chapter 4.  
 
Also, our *new* Wednesday Night structure of shorter teaching videos, leader videos, multiple 
directions to take through a passage of scripture is all new for me and I freely admit it’s a steep 
learning curve. Please feel free (in fact, I welcome it) to offer any feedback/recommendations 
you have. What was good? What was bad? What was helpful? What should I never do again? 
What would help/support you better as you lead students through the scriptures? I really mean 
that my door is open, and I’d value your honest evaluation/feedback anytime.  
 
FIRST – Read Acts 3:1-10  

 Have a student or two summarize what’s going on here.  
 If you want to have further conversation you could also ask them to tell you what they 

think is most important in this passage, something that sticks out to them OR a question 
they have about what they’ve just read.  

 
SECOND – Read Acts 3:11-26 

 Have a student or two summarize what’s going on here.  
 If you want to have further conversation you could also ask them to tell you what they 

think is most important in this passage, something that sticks out to them OR a question 
they have about what they’ve just read. 

 
EXTRA Ideas for Questions if you want to spend a little more time with the passage:  

 After the lame beggar is miraculously healed, how does the crowd respond to this 
miracle (Acts 3:9-11)? 

 How does the beggar respond (vv. 8, 11)?  
 How do Peter and John respond to the crowd’s amazement in verses 12-16?  
 Identify the number of different names and titles Peter attributes to Jesus in his speech 

in 3:12-26. How does that help us to understand Peter’s message?  
 
For additional information on Acts 3 and ways to leave your students in greater detail through 
this chapter see the leader video.  
 



THIRD – Watch the Teaching Video until you come to the break (slide on screen) to pause and 
read chapter 4. 

 After you read Acts 4 and before you start back the video ask your students to identify 
where they see Opposition and Persecution happening?   

 
FORTH – resume and finish the teaching video.  
 
In the leader video I shared 3 things you could circle back to and dig in deeper with your 
students for further discussion. I don’t mean for you to hit all three. Just pick one that you think 
best meets your students where they are.  
 
1. The Holy Spirit  

 Revisit verse 8 – 12 and draw attention to how the Holy Spirit gave Peter and John 
boldness before the Sanhedrin.  

i. What can we draw from that? The Holy Spirit equips those who belong to Christ for 
unique situations or problems or difficult challenges.  

ii. What does that mean for us? We can have the assurance that we will be given 
wisdom, discernment, knowledge and power to be faithful and obedient in 
circumstances or relationships that God calls us to.  

 Ask your students if any of them can share about a time that the Holy Spirit worked in or 
through them. When was it? How did they know it was the Holy Spirit? If your students 
are having a hard time coming up with anything you could share an example from your 
own life.  

 Another question you could ask your students: is there anything in their life now where 
they want / need the Holy Spirit’s presence, wisdom, guidance?  

i. Depending on what kind of response you get here, you could finish off your time by 
praying together for the specific desires your students have for the Holy Spirit’s 
leading and guidance in their life.  

 
2. Zero in on Verse 12, “… there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be save.”  
 While it might seem like a no brainer to us, you might start out by asking your students 

to explain to you these words spoken by Peter. If there is salvation in no one else and if 
there is no other name by which we can be saved what does that mean?  

 Ask your students if they have trusted Jesus for their salvation.  
i. For those in your group who have trusted in Jesus for their salvation you could ask 

them … where or when are they tempted to look to someone or something else for 
their salvation? Is it in themselves and their abilities? Is it in another person? Is it in 
success?  

ii. A follow up question could be … what is dangerous about looking to someone or 
something for your salvation other than Jesus?  

iii. If they haven’t trusted Jesus for their salvation you can graciously ask why? What 
questions do they have? What’s keeping them from it? Do they want to? How do 
they respond to hearing Peter’s words in verse 12?  



iv. For those you have trusted Jesus for their salvation you could ask them to share a 
brief story about that – When? Where? How?  

 
3. How the Spirit of God manifests himself in Christians  

 Ask where we see the spirit of God manifesting himself in people in chapter 4.  
i. HINT – 1) the apostles have the lame man as evidence that Christ had used them as 

agents of healing. 2) verse 4, 5000 men come to faith 3) apostles coming together 
in prayer after Peter and John are released.  

 If Christ in us will result in changed lives around us how do, we see that playing out in 
Acts 3 and 4?  

i. You could then ask the students to apply that to themselves / to our current 
day. 

 Ask your students to share about people in their life or sphere of influence where they 
can be an intentional witness to the power of God in their life. Brainstorm on what this 
could look like personally. Perhaps even press them to pick ONE thing they are going to 
do this week for a particular person. 

i. You could then finish off your time with prayer and ask each person to 
specifically pray for the person they are thinking of and for themselves to be a 
witness of Christ’s love to that person.  

 
EXTRA Ideas for Questions that come from the text …  

 Peter and John were really bold!  
i. What were they doing?  

ii. Why were people so amazed?  
iii. Where did their boldness come from?  
iv. Have you ever been really bold about your faith? What was it like? How did you 

feel?  
 Acts 4:8-12 records Peter’s third speech / sermon in 3 chapters, this time before the 

Jewish rulers and elders. Peter emphasizes the resurrection of Jesus, but this is the first 
time the apostles experience opposition to the gospel from authorities. How do Peter 
and John respond (vv. 19-20)? What do they say is their motivation for witness?  

 Seeing that the efforts of the Jewish rulers and elders to stop Peter and John were not 
successful what does that tell you about the lordship and the power of Jesus? 

i. How does that give you encouragement / hope for today?  
 If we know that the Holy Spirit gave Peter and John power to proclaim Christ even under 

threat, what does that mean for you today?  
 After the elders try to silence the apostles, the disciples pray for boldness to speak 

God’s word (4:24-30). In light of the threats from the established powers, it would be 
understandable for the believers to pray for relief from persecution. Instead, they ask 
for renewed courage to proclaim the word of God. From where are they drawing such 
confidence? Look at Acts 4:24, 26 and 27-28. 


