
Week: for September 23, 2020 
Scripture: John 2:23-3:22 
Bottom Line: Jesus came into the world to save it, and all we have to “do” is look to the cross. 

A personal note from Jackson: the passage this week is great for having the basic “what is the 
Gospel?” conversation. If your students provide a way into it, don’t shy away from having that 
conversation. Still, put the priority on the relationship! If you need to spend more time on 
getting to know each other, go for it. But make sure you hit the fundamentals: scripture, 
discussion, prayer.  

• Use the following questions to help move group discussion along, draw them out, and 
get them talking.  
 

• As always, feel free to adapt or change or edit these as you see fit. If you want to get 
some more Ideas,  

look at “The Art of Group Talk” for guys or girls In the leader lounge, or other resources 
you find there.  

• If you do get any feedback, questions, comments, or connections on the teaching 
tonight - please let  

one of our staff know so we can follow up in the live Q&A on Friday afternoon!  

• MAKE SURE you find out how to be praying for them right now, and take time pray 
together before  

you exit.  

Questions for discussion:  

1. Was there anything particular in the talk that stuck out to you? Anything new you’d 
never heard before? Anything that was confusing, or you didn’t understand?  

2. Can you think of anything in your life where you’re supposed keep your eyes on 
something you wouldn’t expect?  

3. Have students look up the Bible on a pone or on the handout and read John 2:23-3:22. 
Leader tip: might be a great moment to let them know that since we can’t pass Bibles 
around, this would be a good year to start bringing one with them.  

In this passage...  

3. Why do you think Nicodemus came to talk to Jesus? Did he get what he wanted? Did he 
get what he expected? 

4. What does Jesus say to Nicodemus that’s unexpected? How does Nicodemus respond? 



5. What does it mean to be born again (or born from above)? How does someone become 
born again, according to the passage? 

Read John 3:16-22.  

How do these verses explain the interaction between Jesus and Nicodemus? Where does 
Nicodemus fit into what John says in these verses? What was Jesus telling Nicodemus that was 
confusing, but is clear from this part of the passage? 

In the wider passage...  

What do you see Jesus doing? Read back through It and pull out each specific thing he does. 
If any of you are willing to share (leaders, might be a good moment for you), when Is a time or 
moment or way that you looked at Jesus in a new way? 
Did that moment or time feel like a surprise to you? Why or why not?  

Why is it surprising that when Jesus is lifted up, it’s on a cross? What does that mean for us? 
Why did he have to be lifted up on a cross, and not just in obvious power? 

In your life, what some things, other than Jesus, that you look to for safety, security, or 
meaning? Is it sports, grades, popularity, good behavior? Why aren’t those things enough? 

What does it mean for you to look to Jesus, lifted up on the cross, for salvation? What does it 
mean to be born from above? (hint: they’re the same thing.) 

 


