NEW YEARS 2018 - 2019

ECUADOR
Dates: Dec. 27 - Jan. 4
Partner:
For His Children
NON REFUNDABLE
Deposit: $250
Made out to ‘Signal
Pres’
Contact:
swojewoda@signalpres.org

the House / SM2 New Years Trip
Ecuador

Over the course of 10 days, we will live life in two different cities at two different homes filled with children who are living
without homes or parents. Our days will be spent with all of these children, offering glimpses of family to each kiddo.
This will involve getting kids up and ready for the day, playing a lot, jumping on trampolines, taking the kids on
adventures and field trips, blessing their caretakers, caring for the special needs children at the homes, assisting with
physical therapy, doing manual labor around the house, working in their communities and exploring the beautiful country
of Ecuador. We also will spend time creating and implementing a spa day for the Tias, the children’s caretakers, offering
them a well deserved rest.
This trip is very unique. We get the chance to literally live among these children and participate in their lives. We get to
partner with an incredible organization that loves to find these kids their forever homes, and in the meantime provide
them homes that will give them glimpses of family, HOME, and a place where they will learn about their FATHER, their
God.
You will learn about God as Father, about yourself as an orphan, and about the endless provision God offers to His
children. You will get to live out James 1:27 “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to
visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” This trip will change you.
This trip will challenge you. This trip will bring you an abundance of joy. This trip is incredible.
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WHY THE HOUSE & SMPC DO MISSIONS

Why Short Term Missions
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations”

Time and again, throughout the Bible, the followers of God are called to serve and bless others. Jesus models this in His
own life and demands that His disciples do so as well. We recognize at least four reasons why serving in the context of
Short Term Missions (STM) are valuable:
1. They provide an opportunity to develop global-minded Christians in a local context
2. They can assist and serve long term missionaries or agencies around the world
3. The introduction to different lifestyles and perspectives can reveal a much larger picture of the character of God
4. They are an opportunity for transformation and growth for both the people being served
and the missionaries
In order to maximize the possibility of a STM being a positive, life giving experience, we believe that in the field we must:
1. Provide an experience that will offer meaningful service (meet an actual need)
2. Work as partners with people in the field in order to maximize their ministry
3. Be sensitive to cross-cultural issues while being aware of our assumptions and biases
4. Model incarnational ministry by: being a student of the culture we are entering into, by being willing to learn,
serve and share.
5. Be willing to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit
Finally, as a ministry we believe that STMs can further our mission and vision by providing space and time to develop a
deeper knowledge and love for Jesus Christ while providing our students with service experiences in a variety of contexts
throughout our community and the world.

Meetings &
other dates
Dates of our meetings

In order to get us ready spiritually, mentally, emotionally
and physically for our time in Ecuador we have a number
of training meetings that you will be required to
participate in. The prep time leading up to your mission
trip will be essential to your time in Ecuador.
FUNDRAISING MEETING
Monday, October 1st @ 6pm (The Hub)
Non-refundable $250 deposit, medical forms & passport
info due.
TRAINING MEETINGS
Oct. 22, Oct. 29, Nov. 5, & Nov. 12 @ 6pm
PACKING PARTY
Wednesday, Dec. 26th (Location TBD)

Approximate Cost: $2100 // Break Down
In country costs (food, transportation, ministry
fees, staff, lodging, travel insurance) - $1000
Plane Ticket & Insurance-$900-$1200
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State side costs (training, airport transportation,
travel food and medicine etc.) - $200

Cost
And how to raise it.

The total cost for this trip is still up in the air (this is dependent
upon the flux in plane ticket cost) The price will include all
costs: from plane tickets to food to fun.
All participants are required to participate in writing & sending
support letters as a means of fundraising for this trip. We have
many ways of supporting you as you begin to raise this money.
At our Fundraising meeting on Oct. 1 we will go over the ins
and outs of what this looks like. We believe that asking others
to participate in your trip through their finances and prayer will
allow this trip to be even greater than you originally thought.
We would love to help you put on fundraisers and brainstorm
other ways to raise this money as well.
We require a non refundable $250 deposit to reserve your
spot and expect your cost to be covered by Nov. 19.

About
the Organization
For His Children

About
the Organization
For His Children

PARENT LETTER

Parent
Letter
What your son/daughter is doing…
Dear Parents and Guardians,
As you may have heard, Signal Mountain Presbyterian Church (SMPC) & the House are planning a joint mission trip
to Ecuador over New Years. We would like to take a few minutes to explain how this has come together. SMPC, an
EPC church in the Chattanooga area, & the House, an interdenominational campus ministry at UTC, have a long
time relationship/partnership through it’s staff & members.
In addition, both organizations have a relationship & partnership with For His Children. And both organizations have
taken STMs with For His Children in the past.
This has led to the development and vision of SMPC & the House partnering together for a STM. We will be taking
a handful of college students (from the House) and a handful of High School Students (from SMPC) + adult leaders
to step under the mission of For His Children.
Our desire is to learn from them, encourage them and support them however possible. “Believing that we are
created in God’s image, For His Children exists as a Christ- centered ministry to homeless children, providing care in
a loving and supportive environment; striving to unite them with their biological or adoptive family; and advocating
on their behalf to others.” As we support their mission we believe that the Lord will stir in the hearts of your student
and their peers, speaking to them about the things He desires and loves and wants to teach. Our vision is to
participate in what the Lord is up to in Ecuador and have our hearts be moved to function out of a even deeper love
and knowledge of Jesus when we return.
Their priority and ours is to protect us while we are there, keeping us safe and healthy, with full bellies and a
comfortable place to sleep. In addition, we require students to have Malaria pills (if their doctor recommends this)
and vaccinations before even stepping foot on the airplane. This is something we do not take lightly. Please have
confidence in us that we will also do everything we can to protect your student while we are in Ecuador.
For details about the trip please reference the rest of this mission packet.
Please contact, Camille Ward (423.886.2190, cward@signalpres.org or Kirsten Hyde (206.755.2343,
kirsten@thehouseutc.org) if you have further questions or concerns. Thank you for supporting your student!

VACCINATIONS/ PASSPORT

Vaccinations
Shots and Pills
Vaccinations and medications are recommended in your travel to Ecuador. Make sure to make an
appointment with your doctor ASAP so you can get this done. Your doctor is the only one allowed to legally
tell you what you need for this trip. If you need a doctor in town call the Chattanooga Health Department at
423.209.8340. For more information check out the cdc.gov/travel.
Tips: You may need Malaria pills (cheapest Malaria medicine is doxycyline). And it doesn’t give you crazy
dreams.
Your Tetanus Shots, Typhoid and Hepatitis A will be STRONGLY recommended.

Passport Info

Yes you will need a passport
Downtown Post Office
900 Georgia Ave.
(423) 267-1609
Signal Mountain Post Office
1155 Ridgeway Ave.
(800) 275-8777
Walgreens (Passport Photo)
110 N Market St
(423) 752-8104

If you already have a passport
Check to make sure that your passport is valid until 90 days after our return. If it is not valid until April 2019, proceed
with the process to renew your passport (see below).
If you do not have a passport or need to renew your passport
You are expected to get the passport application (or renewal) process underway ASAP. It will take approximately 6
weeks to get your passport, so the sooner the better, just in case they are backed up.
In order to get your passport, you will need to bring the following to the post office:
1. Your passport picture taken at Walgreens or Kinkos (This is the cheapest way to do it)
2. Proof of citizenship (certified birth certificate)
3. Photo identification
4. A check or money order
It costs approximately $150 for a passport. You pay for this. If your passport is expired you will not be able to go on this
trip and will not receive your money back.

REGISTRATION // APPLICATION

IHow
Want
To Go?
do I sign up / register?
We are so glad you are considering and interested in this trip. Anyone desiring consideration for this trip must apply
by Friday, September 21st, 2018. The application can be found at:
https://goo.gl/forms/VnLOvB2itlFpXYQj2 (google form)
If you can’t access the link please email swojewoda@signalpres.org and she can send you a link directly to the form.
Due to the nature of this trip and the group size For His Children can accommodate we are looking to take 6 college
students from the House and 6 High School students from SMPC. All participants will be notified the week of
September 24th.
A non-refundable deposit of $250, your medical forms & passport information will be due at our first meeting on
October 1st, 2018. If they are not turned in then you forfeit your spot.
By way of reminder, those selected to be a part of this STM will have commitments to keep in regard to this trip and
failure to do so may result in you being asked to step down from this trip. In order to get us ready spiritually, mentally,
emotionally and physically for our time in Ecuador we have a number of training meetings that you will be required to
participate in. The prep time leading up to your mission trip will be essential to your time in Ecuador.
FUNDRAISING MEETING
Monday, October 1st @ 6pm (The Hub)
Non-refundable $250 deposit, medical forms & passport info due.
TRAINING MEETINGS
Monday - Oct. 22, Oct. 29, Nov. 5, & Nov. 12 @ 6pm
Team Dinner with Jenn from For His Children - Saturday, October 27. (Kinard’s Home on Signal Mountain)
PACKING PARTY
Wednesday, Dec. 26th (Location & Time TBD)
MONEY DUE IN FULL
November 19, 2018
TRIP DATES
December 27, 2018 - January 4, 2019
This is what we are expecting you to do, what we are calling you to do. We need all of you on board. You’re not here
to grab some experience off a shelf, but you are committing to a journey - preparation, going, & coming home. Part of
our job here is to set your expectations for this trip. Jesus teaches us to let our “yes” be simply “yes” and our “no” be
simply “no,” which allows us to begin with the clear intention of keeping our work and considering carefully what we
are committing to do.

