
Matthew 5:14 states, "You are the light of the world, a city set upon a hill cannot be 
hidden.  nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand and it gives 
light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your father who is in heaven." I see Kids of 
Growth, and working with the Westside community in general, as an opportunity to 
show those who might not normally see it, the light that is Christ.  I got the opportunity 
to hangout with kids from the Westside center this past year, and they taught me so 
much about myself, my life, and how much I take for granted.  I remember the first time 
I realized the severity of the differences in these children’s day-to-day life and mine 
growing up, it was in a Wal-Mart parking lot. I was painting a little girl named 
Shawntavias nails when two shopping carts bumped into each other and she went into 
a full-blown panic attack, thinking it was gunshots. I, growing up on Signal Mountain, 
have yet to actually hear a gunshot in my eighteen years of living, but it was clear this 
six-year-old girl knew the sound by heart.  When I think about how to best serve a 
community like Westside, especially their children, Colossians 3:12 comes to mind. 
 Colossians 3:12 says, "Put on then, as god's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness and patience." I encourage you to 
take these traits to heart as we head down to Westside today, because I don't think 
there’s a greater way to serve God than to put on compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. I pray we remember that we are being used as 
servants of God to show his light, and that if we are overwhelmed or doubtful we 
remember, He is always with us.     
 

 


